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material; a piece of such art and cost, that having been
these forty years in perfecting, it is one of the most
curious things in the world. Here were divers tables of
Pietra Commesso, which is a marble ground inlaid with
several sorts of marbles and stones of various colors rep-
resenting flowers, trees, beasts, birds, and landscapes. In
one is represented the town of Leghorn, by the same hand
who inlaid the altar of St. Laurence, Domenico Benotti, of
whom I purchased nineteen pieces of the same work for
a cabinet. In a press near this they showed an iron nail,
one half whereof being converted into gold by one Thurn-
heuser, a German chemist, is looked on as a great rarity;
but it plainly appeared to have been soldered together.
There is a curious watch, a monstrous turquoise as big as
an egg, on which is carved an emperor's head.

In the armory are kept many antique habits, as those
of Chinese kings; the sword of Charlemagne; Hannibal's
headpiece; a loadstone of a yard long, which bears up
86 Ibs. weight, in a chain of seventeen links, such as the
slaves are tied to. In another room are such rare turn-
eries in ivory, as are not to be described for their curi-
osity. There is a fair pillar of oriental alabaster; twelve
vast and complete services of silver plate, and one of
gold, all of excellent workmanship; a rich embroidered
saddle of pearls sent by the Emperor to this Duke; and
here is that embroidered chair set with precious stones
in which he sits, when, on St. John's day, he receives
the tribute of the cities.

25th October, 1644. We went to the Portico where
the famous statue of Judith and Holofernes stands, also
the Medusa, all of copper; but what is most admirable
is the Rape of a Sabine, with another man under foot,
the confusion and turning of whose limbs is most admir-
able. It is of one entire marble, the work of John di
Bologna, and is most stupendous; this stands directly
against the great piazza, where, to adorn one fountain,
are erected four marble statues and eight of brass, repre-
senting Neptune and his family of sea gods, of a Colos-
sean magnitude, with four sea horses, in Parian marble
of Lamedrati, in the midst of a very great basin: a work,
I think, hardly to be paralleled. Here is also the famous
statue of David, by M. Angelo; Hercules and Cacus, by
Baccio Baadinelli; the Perseus, in copper, by Benevento,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